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i 
I 

i 

40. (New) A method fbr lubricating surfaces in food manufacturing and 
processing industries, comprisiijtg: 

applying to the surfaces ^ composition comprising: 

(a) a I mixture of at least two or more acidifying agents, 
tie at least two acidifying agents being a mixturG of 
14ctic acid and phosphoric acids; 

(b) aj least one anionic sur£ace active agent; 

(c) at least one sequestering agent, and 

? 

wherein the ingredients are generally regarded as safe and/or allowed by the 
USFDA for use on food, the coniposition being at a pH of 5.0 or below* 

I REMARKS 

i 

i 

Upon entry of the present Amendment Claims 22 — 40 remain in the 

i 

Application, Claims 1-21 havej been cancelled hereby. 

At the outset, Applicant'4 Attorney wishes to thank the Examiner for the 

i 
I 

courtesies extended during the telephone conference of August 31, 2004 with 

1 

respect to the above identified application. As a consequence of the agreement 

I 

reached during the telephone conference. Applicant has cancelled Claims 1-21 

directed to a composition of matter and replaced them with new claims 22 - 40, 

1 

which are directed to a method for cleaning and sanitizing food stuffs as weU as for 

i 

lubricating a food surface. | 

! 

! 

j 
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I 

j 

i 

j 

It is contended that by tljis amendment and in view of the agreement reached 

1 

i 

with the Examiner that all bas4s of rejection set forth in the Office Action are now 

i 

treversed and overcome. 

I 

In the Office Action the Examiner rejected Claims 1 — 21 as being 

i 

unpatentable over Murch et al, [U.S. Patent No. 5,849,678 in view of Lopes, U.S, 

i 
I 

Patent No, 5,942,478- It was th|e Examiner's contention that Mnrch discloses a 

i 

cleaning and sanitizing compos^ion for produce comprising nonionic surfactants, 
etc. The Examiner has concedeji that Murch discloses all of the instantly required 

i 

except the additional acidifyingjsequestering agents such as lactic acid and 
pyrophosphate hereof, \ 

The Examiner further coijitended that Lopes discloses an antimicrobial and 
sanitizing composition system cpmprising sequestering agents and, thus, it woxdd 
have been obvious to combine tHe teachings of these two references. 

As pointed out to the Exafminer during the course of the interview, the Lopes 
reference pertains.to a soap andj does not even remotely suggest or hint at the 
deployment of components thereof into a composition which is used to clean food 
and food-contacting surfaces. T|ie composition of Lopes includes skin lubricants, 
etc. which would never be incoriiorated into the composition of the type used in the 
present method. The Examiner jagreed with the contention during the course of the 

i 
! 

interview. i 

i 

While the Murch referencp teaches a cleaning and sanitizing composition for 
cleaning produce the reference djoes not teach the mixture of at least two acidifying 

i 

I 8of9 

PA9i 1.0f|1 ! RCyi? AT pOM 12:56:56 PMIEaste^^^^ !.1S:8729306 *CSip:ySPTO* DURATION ^^^^ 



FILE No. 960 09/03 ' 04 09:27 ID:NEDEmAN PAWLAK 



FAX =248 538 4556 



PAGE 



agents of at least lactic and ph(>8phoric acid. Thus, the reference fails to teach, 

' j 

disclose or render obvious the liresent invention as set forth in the newly presented 

I 

j 

claims. Similarly, the Lopes rejference does not provide the deficiencies to the 
primary reference which would-be prereqtdsite to negate patentability herein. 
Thus, it is submitted that by vi|:tue of what has been set forth herein, the rejection 
has been traversed and overcoriie; the claims have been amended in a manner 

agreed to with the Examiner, ahd in all the respects the application has now been 

j 

placed in condition for allowande. 

i 

A notice to this effect it i^, therefore, respectfully requested/ 

If the Examiner feels thei prosecution of this application can be expedited 

I 
I 

than he is courteously requesteii to place a phone call to Applicant's Attorney at the 

i 

number listed below. \ 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated; 




Arnold S. Weintraub, 
Reg. No. 25,523 

THE WEINTRAUB GROUP, P,L.C. 
32000 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 240 
Farmingrton Hills, Michigan 48334 
Direct Dial: (248) 865 - 9430 
Facsimile: (248) 865 - 9436 
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